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Early Fruit

After the spring semester, you usually don't expect
much in the ministry with students. As birds fly south
in the fall, so do students in the spring. Most take the
train the night of their last final and go home. Some
of them return for the summer semester, some don't.
For the last couple of years, many have gone to
work in the US on a program called Work and
Travel. They labor the whole summer to earn tuition
money for the coming academic year.

Zhanna Yakubovskaya is one such student; she is
working at a hotel in Wisconsin Dells this summer.
We've known Zhanna since the fall of 2004. She
entered ICU that summer after a year in the US as a
high school exchange student. In 2003-2004 she
lived with a Mormon family and was exposed to their
beliefs and values, actually like many people who
later were converted to Christ. She was wondering
about God even before that year in the US and
when she got back, those questions only multiplied.
God had a plan as to how to answer all those
questions.

Zhanna quickly became part of our community. She
would come to just about every event and activity
that the UEC and Nivky church hosted: student
nights, cell groups, and different Bible studies and
seminars. She also came to the Soup Group where

Galya (on the left) is giving Zhanna a hug after the baptism

Chris, Lena and | would try to answer hard questions
that she and a number of her friends had about
Christianity and the Bible. Besides attending all
these studies, Zhanna was a frequent visitor at the
UEC where she would check out a lot of Christian
literature and CDs to satiate her spiritual hunger.
Several times she shared what a blessing some of
the albums that she listened to were. Books, studies,
and personal encounters we had with her all had a
very positive effect on her faith. Bit by bit, her
questions would be answered, her understanding
and faith would grow.
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Summer Changes

| started working for the UEC two
years ago, the Monday after my
graduation from ICU-Kyiv. During
these past two years, my life has
become closely entwined with the
life of the Center. And as the UEC
is facing a time of change this
summer, it is also a time of change
for me personally.

This summer we are saying
goodbye to Sergiy Lyakh. Sergiy
has been the UEC manager for
most of the Center's life. Four
years of his work were devoted to
the growth, development, and
everyday life of the UEC. Sergiy
trained me the first few weeks of
my work at the Center, showing me
how to check-in and check-out
books, where to put fresh towels in
the morning, and what to tell
people who want to register for the
library. He also gave me much of
the knowledge and skills that are
so necessary for me now and that |
am very thankful for. Sergiy will be
going to Pepperdine this August to
pursue an MBA. As sad as it is to
see him leave, we wish Sergiy a

By Valeria Cherednichenko

great start to this new step in his
life. Please pray that God
would bless these next two
years of study.

Despite some sadness
connected to Sergiy's departure
and changes at the UEC, there
is a great joy in my heart. On
May 27, | had the honor to have
my UEC family join me and my
new husband, Vitaly Samodin,
to celebrate our wedding.

Vitaly and | decided to ask Chris

Lovingood to perform the
ceremony, as he had
participated greatly in the

conversion and spiritual growth
of both of us. Vitaly first heard
the Gospel in the Introduction to
Bible course led by Chris, and |

started coming to church
services  after  attending
Saturday  student  nights

organized by him and other
Nivky church members. At
different times and in different
circumstances, as our faith
grew, we both became

Vitaly Samodin and Valeria Cherednichenko were married on May 27

Sergiy Lyakh has finished his work
with the UEC. He will start his
studies at Pepperdine this August.

members of the body of Christ
at Nivky. We also became
regular UEC patrons, and we
have been blessed by its work
for many years now. In the
beginning of this summer, God
blessed us with a wonderful day
of celebration filled with joy and
warmth in the unity of our
natural families and our one big
spiritual family at Nivky.

On that day, God also joined our
lives together and we have
begun a new life as one. We
pray that we may become a
family that will serve Christ with
this new life.

Vitaly is currently involved in
ministry with the Nivky Church
of Christ. After returning from
our honeymoon in Crimea, he
also started a half-time job with
the Ukrainian Education Center.
He is going to take over many of
Sergiy's responsibilities. It
makes me rejoice that the UEC
gives us an opportunity to serve
Christ together as a family every
day.
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Kyiv Friends

In order to create an opportunity for
our working patrons to contribute
financially to the services provided
by the UEC, the UEC Friends Club

was started in March 2006. Our
idea was that when a person's
donations reach $100, they would
become a member of the Friends
Club and receive special library
privileges. The opportunity to give
was advertised at the Center
throughout the spring months, and
the UEC started receiving its first
donations. We are happy to inform
you that God has richly blessed this
project. 24 people have made
donations. Two people, Yury
Kryukov and Oleg Skutsenya, have
already joined the Friends Club,
and 10 people have become
regular donors.

Throughout these months, we were
amazed to see how much our
patrons care about the Center and
its work. Valery Statkevich, who is

retired and in his late 60s (a
representative of the most socially
unprotected group in Ukraine),
gave $2 saying that he would love
to become a Friend of the UEC if
only God gives him enough time to
live. The average monthly pension
is around $80. Oleg Skutsenya
was overjoyed to become our
"Friend." We hardly know Galina
Litovchenko (pictured on the left),
except for maybe recognizing her
as one of our many patrons, but
she also expressed her
appreciation for the UEC's work
and has gladly become a regular
donor. As much as our Friends
Club project has been a tangible
help for UEC activities, it has been
a great encouragement to the UEC
staff as well.

By Valeria Cherednichenko

Early Fruit

[Continued from page 1]

As time went by, many of the students from her class
stopped coming to our outreach activities. But Zhanna
persisted. Moreover, she even started coming to
church. As time went by, she realized that she wanted
to be an active part of this community of faith. From
her own words, she no longer wanted to be "a visitor, a
consumer." Her faith was ready to bear fruit. It's a true
blessing to see those seeds of faith germinate and

She no longer wanted
to be "a visitor, a
consumer." Her faith
was ready to bear fruit.

break through to
the surface. You
plant them, and
then sometimes
don't even see
how they grow
in a person's
heart. And then,
ah, you see a

little stem breaking its way through the ground. Faith
comes to the surface, ready to proclaim its existence to

the surrounding world.

Right before her departure to the States this May, she

made a decision
to commit her
life to Christ and
his church. It
was obvious to
everyone that
her faith was
sincere. Zhanna
wanted to
become a
servant  after
being served by

Zhanna is sharing her story
before the baptism

so many people at the UEC and Nivky church.

So May 5, Friday night, we all decided to meet at
the church building to celebrate Zhanna's birth
into Christ and her new family. | was privileged to
baptize her into Christ. She has found her home
and now when she comes back from the States,
she will have a new, spiritual family to return to, a
new family that she will bless and continue to be

blessed by.

By Vitaly Samodin





