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friend Vitaly while all of us sang songs praising God for our new brother.
Sasha says it was the people he met and the community that welcomed him that God used to change his life. I can
now say that through his active participation in church meetings, student nights, and Saturday frisbee games,
Sasha now reflects the light for others who don't know God yet.
Jenya Titova
We came to know Jenya last year as one of the International
Christian University first-year students who were interested in
Christianity or confused about the meaning of life. About ten came
to the Soup Group organized every Friday at the Ukrainian Education
Center by Jonathan Shaub and Chris Lovingood. A good friend of
Jenya's and a faithful member of Nivky church, Dima Zhyvov, advised
her to participate. While enjoying some filling, hot soup during cold
winter days, Zhenya was finding the answers to her questions as well
as learning more about God.
Jenya comes from a Buddhist family and grew up in a Buddhist
surrounding. By the time she left her home town Chernihiv to study
at International Christian University, she started feeling that
something was lacking in the system of belief she was used to.
Nevertheless, it was rather hard to figure out what exactly was
wrong. The Soup Group and her long talks with UEC intern Jonathan
Shaub throughout the spring semester of 2004 opened her eyes to
what it was that was missing in her life: the grace of God.
Some of us were nicely surprised to see a new face at the church
Sunday assembly, but Jenya did not doubt her decision while she
was away the whole summer. She desired to learn still more about
Christianity as she started meeting with Chris Lovingood to go
through a "beginner's" question-and-answer course called Six Meetings. Jenya also joined one of the church home
groups. And before her group members learned more about her than just her name, she already had become a
blessing for everyone through opening up her heart, thoughts, and love to us. Jenya's baptism was a great
encouragement to every member of the church who came to share the joy of her true birthday, for we all felt
honored by accepting a sister like her to our family.
Natasha Kostenko
While the Ukraine's Orange Revolution was in full swing
and everyone around was concerned with the alarming
rumors--that the authorities might use military force to
crack down on the massive protests--the church building
seemed to us a hiding place as about 35 Christians, weary
from protesting, came to witness the greatest gift God has
prepared for all of us as Natasha was baptized into Christ.
We first met Natasha as one of nearly a hundred
International Christian University first-year students who
came to the UEC in 2002 to get a free Bible.
"The behavior of the UEC staff and the attention they were
giving to me and my friends encouraged me to come to
the UEC over and over again," Natasha noted.
From helping to find a computer reservation time that
would suit her schedule to asking how she was doing when
she was sick, the welcoming attitude of UEC staff members
Sergiy, Anya, and Artyom always amazed her. This special attention to the visitors' needs in general and
specifically her needs caused Natasha to ponder what drives this behavior. Soon after her first visit to the UEC, she
started coming to student nights and then to the church assemblies.
Natasha was recently hired as a UEC employee. As both UEC staff members and members of the same church, I
have a privilege to witness how every day she gives up some part of her life in her service to the church and to the
Center.

